
 

 w w w . a i l e s . c h   

 

 









For a land like no other on earth, 
a journey like no other



The  Magnificent  Taj Mahal !g

Reminds me  of  Rabindranath Tagore’s  quote   
                 ‘ A resplendent immortal teardrop on the cheek of time ‘



Vadodara

Mumbai

Udaipur

Jodhpur

Bikaner

Jaipur

Ranthambore

Agra
Gwalior

Khajuraho

Bandhavgarh

Varanasi
Gaya

Kolkata

DelhiIn India, you can see the world !

The Maharajas’ Express

India – one word that conjures a million images. Tigers, snake 
charmers, colours, mysticism, royalty, Rolls Royces, cuisines, arts, 
dances, plays, music, forts, palaces, temples, monuments, people, 
mountains, beaches, jungles, deserts, romance, dreams… the list is 
truly endless.

So how does one explore it all in one lifetime ? 

The answer lies aboard the Maharajas’ Express. Over here, you 
will find the time and space to unravel the varied tapestry of this 
majestic landscape at your own pace. As you step aboard, you  
will find yourself transported back in time to embark on the voyage 
of your lifetime. 

What joy it would be, to live the life of a Maharaja ! With our 
Signature Journeys, we promise to show you India like never before. 
As you traverse through India on the Maharajas’ Express, have the 
best indophiles, celebrity chefs and guest lecturers shed light on its 
history and capture the essence of India while you devour it.

Charters
Treat the Maharajas’ Express like it were your own. Take your  
high end clients, special groups, alumni associations, or special 
interests, on a chartered ride of the Maharajas’ Express. Show them 
places no one has been to and gift them memories they will cherish 
for a lifetime.

Princely India
Royal India
Classical India
Celestial India



the palace to his school !the pa

Imagine going to school 
on your very own toy train  

A miniature version
of the Royal Scotsman. 

Well, that’s what 
the royal prince got 
as a birthday gift 

to ferry him from

The Maharaja shows off his prized table train  a pièce de résistance of every royal banquet !



The Magnificent Maharajas and their Fabulous Machines
Way before Indian royalty fell in love with the motor car; they were 
enthralled by Sir James Watt’s creation. An object of perennial 
fascination and amusement – the steam engine has been a part of 
the lives of kings and queens in various avatars. Over here, we list a 
few that tell the tale of a more genteel era that has gone by.

With the passage of time, all the princes vied with each other 
to display their ostentatious carriages. Maharaja Gaekwad of 
Vadodara not content with gifting his son a toy train, went on to 
install a royal throne in his personal coach. As a matter of fact, the 
Nizam of Hyderabad’s private railway car was covered with thin 
strips of ivory and had solid gold hardware.

As a child, yuvraj or prince Madhav Rao Scindia was fascinated by 
the railway train. Seeing this, his father the royal Maharaja built a 
two mile rail track on his palace grounds. One would often see the 
little prince taking his friends on a joy ride on the palace grounds on 
his special locomotive that ran on a two feet gauge track. 

It was around 1880, that the princely states 
in India took the initiative to lay their own 
railway lines with contributions from their own 
exchequers. But Maharaja Jaswant Singh of 
Jodhpur had his own little railway, a year in 
advance. The Raika Bagh Palace was probably 
the first railway station in India! 

Even when it came to the state of Vadodara, the passion for the 
railway was intense. As a birthday gift, Maharaja Pratapsinh 

Gaekwad gifted his five year old son, Ranjit Singh Gaekwad (the 
present Maharaja of Vadodara), a fully functional toy train that ran 
on ten inch gauge rails ! 

The Maharaja of Gwalior had a silver 
model train chugging along the centre 
piece on his banqueting table. Meant 
to circulate liqueurs and cigars to his 
royal guests, the train was operated at 
the touch of a button. The Maharaja 
was immensely proud of the show that 
his little toy train was put up at the end 
of every royal banquet. Alas ! Once, the 
train derailed en route its tiny voyage. 
The Maharaja’s rage knew no bounds. 
The servants quivered in their boots 
as the Maharaja ordered an inquiry to 
ascertain the reason behind the accident ! 
History does not record the quantum of punishment handed out, if any.

In 1936, the Gloucester Railway Carriage and Wagon Company 
built a luxury state coach for Maharaja Yeshwant Rao Holkar of 
Indore. Probably the most luxurious railway carriage ever built and 
the largest ever to be constructed in Britain at that time, the art 
deco interior used sycamore wood, chrome, pink mirrors and an 
internal telephone system. And such was the attention to detail that it  
also had air blown over ice to keep the carriage cool in the  
tropical climes. 
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“ Life is a train. Get on board.”     The Kite Runner



A royal lineage with bloodlines that go back 250 years !

The Maharajas’ Express

Indian Railways

Since inception in 1844, the Indian Railways has had a rich 
evolution. Called the East Indian Railway Company, it  was founded 
by the then Governor of India, Lord Hardinge. Under his supervision 
several experimental trains were introduced from Bombay to Calcutta, 

but the real breakthrough came in 
1853, when the first passenger 
train service was inaugurated 
between Bombay and Thane. The 
year following that witnessed Lord 
Dalhousie, the Governor-General of 
India, formulating a plan to have a 
network of trunk lines connecting the 

principal regions of India. Today, the Indian Railway stands as one 
of the largest and busiest rail network in the world. Catering to over 
18 million passengers and carrying more than 2 million tonnes of 
freight daily, it traverses the length and breadth of the country and 
covers 6,909 stations - a gigantic route of more than 63,327 kms. 
With a workforce of 1.5 million, it is the single largest employer in 
the world. Calling it ‘big’ would truly be an understatement. 

The Indian Railway Catering and Tourism 
Corporation Limited – IRCTC

The Indian Railway Catering and Tourism 
Corporation Limited, a public sector enterprise 

under the Ministry of Railway, is the tourism arm of Indian Railways. 
It provides a full range of hospitality, travel and tourism services to 
rail passengers. IRCTC is one of the world’s largest e-commerce 
portal and catering service provider. With its website (www.irctc.
co.in) receives over 5.5 million hits a month, the catering arm of 
IRCTC feeds millions who travel every day on Indian Railways. 
IRCTC also has a wide range of Rail Tourism products. 

Cox and Kings. A journey 250 years in the making

Founded in 1758, Cox and Kings is the world’s oldest travel 
company. Having made its mark in the subcontinent even before 
the British Raj, Cox and Kings was the first choice of thousands 
travelling from Britain to Calcutta. Also the first railway agent 
in Bombay, it grew through the British Raj, through Indian 
independence and continues to flourish. In fact, Cox and Kings 
provided a passage to all those who wished to travel from Delhi 
to London, right from the onset of British Raj to the lowering of 
the Union Jack in 1947. Today, Cox and Kings India thrives as 
an independent company - a premium brand in all travel related 
services in the Indian subcontinent.  

Royale Indian Rail Tours Ltd.  

IRCTC and Cox and Kings India Ltd. have signed a joint venture  
to set up Royale Indian Rail Tours Ltd. And they proudly give you  
their creation - the Maharajas’ Express. Bon Voyage.



And you shall be treated like royalty.Find everything  
  on board the Maharajas’ Express at your service.

Namaste ! from palanquins to palaces  The Maharajas had everything ...



A name to live up to, in every sense of the word !

The Maharajas’ Express

MAHARAJA – Oxford definition 
[mah-huh-rah-juh, -zhuh]
–noun 
(formerly) a ruling prince in India, esp. of one of the major states.

The Maharajas of India were not just a breed apart but actually 
a world apart from the rest of us. They were fascinated by 
everything that moved or flew; with money being no object to 
acquiring their latest flight of fancy. From the day they were 
born, they were adorned with emeralds, diamonds, rubies and 
sapphires that were sprinkled in the humble gold. They grew up in 
a world where the English nanny was more prized than the latest  
Rolls Royce. A world where the royal women were surrounded  
by eunuchs and courtly retainers wielded tremendous power 
behind the scenes. 
A Maharaja was always born into royalty. But it took a lot to live up 

to the royal title. A title that made the subjects shout in joy, Maharaja 
ki jai ! Maharaja ki jai ! Glory be unto the king ! 

And so it is with us. After all, it is not everyday that a luxury 
a train earns itself the right to be christened 
the Maharajas’ Express.

Equipped with every modern amenity and 
comfort that money can buy or science can 
create, the Maharajas’ Express is truly the last 
word in luxury trains. From large LCD screens to next generation, 
environmentally friendly washrooms, each and every facet of this 
ultra luxury train has been looked into with great detail. So that you 
have an experience of India that is truly a world apart. 

Over the pages that follow, we would like to take you on a guided 
royal tour of the Maharajas’ Express. AA MMahharajjaj w was allwayys bborn i i tnto royay ltlty.y B B tut i itt tto kok a l l tot t to lilive up p royay ll ttour off ththe MMahharajjaj ’s E Exppress.
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Haveli Restaurant – a culinary delight ! The Bar – raise a toast to a royal journey ! Peacock Restaurant – for a taste of sumptuous cuisine !

While every room is filled with state-of-the-art amenities and technologies, they embody absolute luxury and royalty.

Presidential Suite – live like a King ! Deluxe twin bedroom – luxurious, spacious & comfortable !
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  Mumbai – Vadodara – Udaipur – Jodhpur – Bikaner – Jaipur – Ranthambore – Agra – Delhi 

Princely India 
8 Days / 7 Nights   

Day 1 / Saturday   Board The Maharajas’ Express in Mumbai - 
Onto Vadodara

Welcome aboard the Maharajas’ Express. 

Commence your epic journey at the 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus. On arrival, 
you will proceed towards the Maharajas’ 
Express and complete the pre-boarding 
formalities as you enjoy a welcome drink. 

The Maharajas’ Express departs Mumbai 
late evening and travels from the land of 
the Marathas to Gujarat.

Dinner and Overnight on board.

Day 2 / Sunday   Vadodara

Early this morning, wake up in Vadodara. Relish a sumptuous 
breakfast, followed by a tour of the city’s highlights. Vadodara is a 
graceful city of palaces, parks, temples and museums.

Begin your tour with the World Heritage site of Champaner-Pavagadh 

A truly spectacular journey through Western India and the legendary Taj Mahal !

India is a country that holds a deep fascination for the world and is home to some of the most spectacular architecture and monuments, all steeped in rich 

history. Join us on this incredible 8 - day journey of exploration of India’s diversity, discovering timeless traditions and exotic locales. Discover the vibrant, 

bustling city of Mumbai, the imperial monuments of Delhi, marvel at the immortal beauty of the Taj Mahal, come face to face with a tiger in Ranthambore, 

visit the Amber Fort in Jaipur and explore the shimmering Lake City of Udaipur. All of this in true-blue royalty, of course. 

Archaeological Park, an ancient town full of ruins scattered over the 
foothills of Pavagadh. The Pavagadh hill is one of the oldest rock 
formations in India. Visit the magnificent Jami Masjid, an architectural 
marvel built in 1513 with tall minarets and minutely carved gates. 
Followed by the Kewda Masjid and the Nagina Masjid. 

For a sumptuous lunch, travel back more than a century to the ancient 
Jambughoda Palace and enjoy the hospitality of the feudal family 
who own this vintage estate.

Return to the city and proceed on a visit to the Maharaja Fateh Singh 
Museum. A must for every art lover, it exhibits a royal collection of 
work by the important 19th century painter Raja Ravi Verma. It also 
displays 19th and  20th centuries European paintings of old masters  
like Raphael, Titian and Murillo.

Enjoy ‘high tea’ at the magnificent Laxmi 
Vilas Palace. Designed in Indo-Saracenic 
style of architecture, the palace built by  
Maharaja Sayajirao III in 1890 is the 
residence of the Royal family. Witness 
the grandeur of its ornate Durbar Hall, 
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the Venetian mosaic floor, Belgium stained glass windows and 
sculptures of bronze and marble by Fellici.

Return to the station and board the train for your onward journey.

Dinner and Overnight on board. 

Day 3 / Monday   Udaipur

Wake to the magnificent landscape of the Aravali Hills as you arrive 
into Udaipur. Enjoy a leisurely breakfast and get ready to spend the 
day exploring one of the most romantic cities in India.

Renowned as the Venice of the East, Udaipur is an enchanting image 
of white marble palaces, placid lakes and green hills. It is an oasis 
of colour in a stark and arid region. Picturesque havelis, ghats and 
temples along Lake Pichola and the lively bazaars make Udaipur 
one of India’s greatest destinations.  

Begin with a visit to the City Palace, the largest palace complex in 
Rajasthan, with its scalloped arches, fretted balconies, and cupolas. 
Visit Mor Chowk and see its lavish mosaics of peacocks; Moti Mahal 
with beautiful mirror work; Chini Mahal covered in ornamental tiles 
and the spectacular Zenana Mahal. 

Feel like a king as you experience the hospitality reminiscent of 

the days of yore and feast your taste buds over a vast spread of 
‘Rajasthani’ delicacies.

Following lunch, proceed on a ‘Walking Tour’ through the Old Market 
of Udaipur. Browse through the shops selling exquisitely 
embroidered and printed fabrics, jewellery, paintings 
and carved wood artefacts and other local crafts.

Return to the luxury of the train and look forward to 
another exciting journey.

Dinner and Overnight on board. 

Day 4 / Tuesday   Jodhpur

After a decadent early breakfast, disembark at Jodhpur, also known 
as the ‘Blue City’. 

Situated on the edge of the Thar Desert, Jodhpur is the erstwhile 
capital of Marwar. Set like a jewel amidst the golden sands and   
famous for its magnificent forts and palaces from the Rajput era, it is 
home to some of the finest architectural wonders.

Enjoy an exciting off the beaten track jeep safari through the arid 

countryside south of Jodhpur, to the neighbouring rural village  



On the Maharajas Polo Team. Caution ! Do not fall.O jj
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Sunset on the sand dunes over
champagne amidst fire-eaters, folk

dancers and musicians in Bikaner ! 
How exotic !
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of Rohet - the fortified desert home of the descendants of the  
16th century Rathore of the Champawat clan and home of  
the Bishnoi tribe. The Bishnois are passionate environmentalists; 
a community of nature worshippers in Rajasthan who participate 
ardently in the preservation of the Black Buck, an endangered 
species. Your Village Safari takes you into homes of the local 
villagers where you will witness traditional folk rituals and see  
village artisans at work.

Continue for lunch to Rohet Garh, the ancestral home of the Rathores 
since 1622 AD. Now a leading Heritage Hotel, the sprawling lawns 
and manicured gardens invite a multitude of birds and dancing 
peacocks making it a haven of absolute peace and tranquillity. Its 
serene environs have inspired and drawn writers and celebrities 
from around the world.

Post lunch, proceed to the extravagant Mehrangarh Fort. Be amazed 
by the intricate latticed windows, 
elaborately carved panels and elegantly 
curved porches. Tour the palaces and 
temples built by successive rulers, with 
priceless jewels and a dazzling collection 
of arms.

Return to the train and continue your 
journey to glorious Bikaner.

Dinner and Overnight on board. 

Note: The sightseeing might be split into two groups whereby  
Group-A will proceed on tour as per the above schedule 
and Group-B will undertake the tour in the reverse i.e. visit  
Mehrangarh Fort in the morning followed by lunch at Rohet  
Garh and Village Safari.

Day 5 / Wednesday   Bikaner

Following a leisurely breakfast, set out to explore the desert kingdom 
of Bikaner. 

The medieval city of Bikaner was once a major centre in the cross-
desert caravan trade. Popularly known as Camel Country, Bikaner 
has the best riding camels in the world. Bikaner’s forts, 
palaces and temples are splendid creations made in red 
and yellow sandstone and are living reflections of its 
rich historical and architectural legacy.

Start your tour by visiting the Junagarh Fort, an 
unassailable fortress built in 1593 AD by Raja Rai 
Singh. While the fort is a formidable structure encircled by a moat, 
its real beauty lies inside. Be overwhelmed by the Diwan-i-Khas, 
Phool Mahal (Flower Palace), Hawa Mahal, Badal Mahal and 
Anup Mahal. The Fort Museum is fascinating and adorned with over-
the-top costumes and jewellery.

Continue for an extravagant lunch to a majestic palace sprawled 
like an oasis in the midst of the desert region.  

In the late afternoon, embark upon an experience of a lifetime! Get 
an up close glimpse into rural India as you are escorted through the 
surrounding village. Experience the royal pageantry as a convoy 
of decorated canopied camel carts accompanied by musicians 
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                   The Hawa Mahal is an imposing structure 

specially made for the royal ladies, to observe everyday life                   The Hawa Mahal is an impos g
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But the amazing thing  B it is like a Hollywood set  facade... 
The thickness is actually only a few feet in width !
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takes you for a Sundowner in the Sand 
Dunes. Enjoy champagne as traditional 
folk artists like the Langaas and Kalbeliyas 
mesmerise you with typical Rajasthani folk 
tunes and dances.

Return to your train and enjoy a sumptuous 
meal on board.

Dinner and Overnight on board. 

Day 6 / Thursday   Jaipur

Today, you will arrive into the ‘Pink City’ of Jaipur. 

The capital city of Jaipur is truly a pristine jewel in the crown of the 
desert state of Rajasthan. Built by Raja Jai Singh in the 18th century, 
Jaipur is renowned for its magnificent palaces, forts and temples.

Your tour of Jaipur begins with a visit to Amber Fort. Situated on 
a ridge just outside Jaipur city, this fort palace is surrounded by 
fortified battlements overlooking the Moat Lake. A short jeep ride 
takes you up to the fort where you will enjoy a tour of the royal 
apartments, with striking views of the gorge. Step back into the 
Mughal era as you enter the Chamber of Mirrors (Sheesh Mahal), 
and the Hall of Victory.

Continue by jeep to the romantic hamlet of Kukas for a unique and 
enthralling experience – an Exhibition Elephant Polo Match. Your 

arrival will be accompanied by the royal military band and the 
beating of ‘Nagadas’ (huge Indian drums). You have 
the option to watch or participate in an exhibition 
game. After the match, enjoy a Champagne lunch.

Following lunch, indulge in some retail therapy as 
you visit the bustling markets of Jaipur. You will have 

the opportunity to shop for handicrafts, antiques, jewellery, pottery, 
carpets, textiles, metalwork and leatherwork. 

Return to the comfort of the train and get ready for a thrilling ride 
into the wild.

Dinner and Overnight on board.

Day 7 / Friday   Sawai Madhopur (Ranthambore) - Agra

On arrival in Sawai Madhopur, get ready for a jeep safari to the 
Ranthambore National Park. Originally the private hunting ground 
of the Maharajas, Ranthambore was declared a National Park in 
1973. It is famous for its open sightings of tigers, sambar, chital, 
nilgai, chinkara, wild boar, sloth bear, hyena, jackal and leopard. 

Return to the train for a hearty brunch, 
following which, you arrive into Agra.

Agra, the jewel of India, is home to 
one of the world’s great architectural 
wonders - the Taj Mahal. With its 
spectacular monumental masterpieces 
and picturesque natural setting, Agra 
is a legendary city glorified by time.

Proceed to the Agra Fort, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. Built by Mughal 
Emperor Akbar in 1565, it overlooks 
the Taj Mahal and Yamuna River. The maze of courtyards and lavish 
private chambers reflect the grandeur of the Mughal Empire. Visit 
the Diwan-e-aam (House of Commons), and royal pavilions like 
the Macchi Bhavan and the Shah Jahani Mahal. Wander through 
lavishly decorated halls, courtyards and alcoves glimpsing the Taj 
Mahal in the distance.
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How colourful the parade was. A sight to behold !f p g

Enjoy a champagne breakfast

at the Taj Khema. 

With the misty, ethereal Taj Mahal 

as your backdrop, of course.
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Enjoy shopping at Agra, famous for its marble and soapstone inlay.

Rejoin the train for your final night on board.

Dinner and Overnight on board.

Day 8 / Saturday   Disembark in Delhi 

Rise early to witness the magic of sunrise at the world famous  
Taj Mahal. A UNESCO World Heritage Site, it was built by 
Shah Jehan as a mausoleum for his favourite queen Mumtaz.  
This incomparable marvel is constructed entirely out of white 
marble and is an architectural masterpiece with beautiful  
inlay work and marble screens. Approximately 20,000 of India’s  

most revered craftsmen were 
recruited to give shape to this 
poetry in marble.

Continue for a romantic 
Champagne Breakfast on 
the lush  green lawns of Taj 
Khema, overlooking the Taj 
Mahal. Be welcomed by 
colourfully attired dancers 
and musicians who escort 
you to the gardens. 

Following breakfast, return to 
the train and continue your 

journey to Delhi. Bid farewell to the Maharajas’ Express and discover 
the historic city of Delhi. Savour scrumptious delights 
over dinner, as your ‘Princely India’ journey comes to 
an end. The royal journey is over, but the memory of 
which, will live on forever !
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Delhi – Agra – Ranthambore – Jaipur – Bikaner – 
Jodhpur – Udaipur – Vadodara – Mumbai 

Royal India
7 Days / 6 Nights
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The Maharajas’ Express offers another journey which is 
the ‘Royal India’ operating as the Princely India journey in 
the reverse with minor changes in the flow of activities.

Embark on an extraordinary voyage through imperial India 
discovering its fascinating heritage and exquisite architecture. 
Enjoy a sumptuous Champagne lunch and pay tribute to the 
world’s greatest monument to love, the legendary Taj Mahal. Chase 
the elusive tiger in Ranthambore National Park. Feel like royalty as 
you participate in an exhibition Elephant Polo Match followed by 
dinner in a unique locale. Soak up the spectacular regal heritage of 
Rajasthan, with its landscape of hilltop forts and palaces. Discover 
Champaner, the medieval capital of Gujarat. Explore the charms of 
the bustling city of Mumbai. This extraordinary journey will leave you 
with everlasting memories of an ancient land inhabited by an eclectic 
people, epitomizing a mesmerizing and unique mix of cultures.
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The Taj Mahal basking in the glory of dusk

It took 22 years, more than a 1000 elephants and 
22,000 people to build the  Taj Mahal
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Kolkata

Classical India 
7 Days / 6 Nights

  Delhi – Agra – Gwalior – Khajuraho – Bandhavgarh – Varanasi – Gaya – Kolkata
The quintessential Maharajas’ Express experience and one of our most popular journeys exploring the mystique of India ! 

 The Maharajas’ Express takes you on a sojourn exploring the hidden treasures of India ! Embark on an unforgettable escapade that starts off with the 

capital city of Delhi. Make your way through the sacred city of Varanasi and cruise on the River Ganges to observe ancient spiritual rites. Witness the 

immortal beauty of the Taj Mahal in Agra, the art of erotica in the temples of Khajuraho, the pilgrimage centre of Gaya and the magnificent wilderness of 

the Bandhavgarh National Park. End your journey in the heart of the East, Kolkata. 

Head to the Taj Khema, a tableland overlooking the Taj Mahal 
where colourful ‘khemas’ (decorated tents) are 
set up for a romantic Champagne Lunch. 
You will be welcomed by colourfully 
attired dancers and musicians who escort 
you to the gardens. 

Continue on a visit to the Taj Mahal. A 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, it was built by Shah 
Jehan as a mausoleum for his beloved queen Mumtaz Mahal. This 
incomparable marvel is constructed entirely out of white marble and 
is an architectural masterpiece with beautiful inlay work.

Enjoy shopping at Agra, famous for its marble and soapstone inlay 
work, as well as handicrafts, embroidered fabrics, leather goods, 
brassware, carpets, pashmina shawls, 
textiles, precious and semi-precious gems 
and exquisite jewellery.

Rejoin the train and continue your eventful 
journey to princely Gwalior.

Dinner and Overnight on board. 

ed fabrics, leather ggoods, 

Day 1 / Sunday  Board the Maharajas’ Express in Delhi -  
Onto Agra.

Welcome aboard the Maharajas’ Express.

Begin your journey at the Safardjung Railway station. On arrival, 
you will proceed towards the Maharajas’ Express and complete the 

pre-boarding formalities over a welcome drink. 

The Maharajas’ Express departs from Delhi to Agra 
in the morning. Enjoy a leisurely breakfast. 

Agra, the jewel of India, is home to one of the 
world’s great architectural wonders - the Taj Mahal. 
With its spectacular monumental masterpieces and 
picturesque setting, Agra is a city glorified by time.

Proceed to the Agra Fort, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. Built by Mughal Emperor Akbar 

in 1565, it is a maze of courtyards and lavish private chambers 
which reflect the grandeur of the Mughal Empire. Visit the Diwan-e-
aam (House of Commons) and royal pavilions like the Shah Jahani 
Mahal. Wander through lavishly decorated halls, courtyards and 
alcoves glimpsing the Taj Mahal in the distance.
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The Jai Vilas Palace 
houses two chandeliers, 

each one weighing 3.5 tons.

 To test whether the roof 
would take their weight, 

ten elephants were used to stamp 

on the roof, to make sure! 



the world’s largest chandeliers, each weighing over three tons are 
noteworthy artefacts found within the palace. 

Revisit the Usha Kiran Palace for Cocktails, following which, you will 
head back to board the train.

Dinner and Overnight on board. 

Day 3 / Tuesday   Khajuraho

Enjoy a leisurely breakfast and get ready to explore the erotic 
architecture of the temples of Khajuraho.

Located in Madhya Pradesh, Khajuraho is renowned for its  
architecture and exquisite sculptures. Built between 950 and 1050 
AD in a truly inspired burst of creativity, the temples are superb 
examples of Indo-Aryan architecture. The highly sensual engravings 
depict the whole range of human emotions and relationships. 

Proceed on a tour of the magnificent temples of Khajuraho, a UNESCO 
World Heritage site. Explore the Western group which constitutes some 
of the finest examples of Chandela art at its peak. Visit the Kandariya 
Mahadev Temple and the Chaunsath Yogini Temple dedicated to 
Lord Shiva and the 64 Yoginis respectively.

Continue to the Eastern group of temples. 
Visit the exquisite Jain Temples and admire 
some of the finest sculpture and carvings.  

Following lunch, familiarize yourself with 
the local culture and the rural lifestyle of the 
villagers on a guided Village Walk. 

Return to the comfort of the train and get 
ready for a thrilling ride into the wild.

Dinner and Overnight on board.

Day 2 / Monday   Gwalior

Early this morning, after a leisurely breakfast, set out to explore the 
magnificent wonders of Gwalior. 

Welcome to Gwalior. A city where many reigning dynasties have 
left indelible etchings of their rule on all its palaces, temples and 
monuments. These mementos of a glorious past have been preserved, 
giving Gwalior a timeless appeal.

Head to the Gwalior Fort, the city’s most famous landmark. Enjoy a 
tour of the many temples and ruined palaces like the Man Mandir 
Palace, Gujari Mahal, Sas Bahu Ka Mandir and Suraj Kund. 

Continue for lunch to the Usha Kiran Palace to a true Gwalior 
traditional welcome. Enter this 120-year-old palace, which has 
played host to the King of England and is now a heritage hotel. Set 
amidst 9 acres of beautifully landscaped lawns, this regal palace is 
outfitted with artistic stone carvings and delicate filigree work.

Following lunch, explore the Jai Vilas Palace and Scindia Museum. 
Although the current Maharaja still lives in a portion of the palace, 
a large part of it is now a museum. It displays royal memorabilia 
and a remarkable collection of artefacts from around the world. The 
crystal staircase, arched ceiling with stunning gold leaf work, two of 

PaPalalacece, GuGujajariri M Mahahalal, SaSass BaBahuhu K Kaa MaMandndirir a andnd S Sururajaj K Kunundd.
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traditional welcome. Enter this 120-year-old palace, which has
played host to the King of England and is now a heritage hotel. Set
amidst 9 acres of beautifully landscaped lawns, this regal palace is
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            Did you know   

Most tigers have more 

than a 100 stripes, 
and no two tigers 

have identical stripes.

Varanasi is older than history, older than 

tradition, older even than legend and looks 

twice as old as all of them put together
 Mark     Twaintwice
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Day 4 / Wednesday   Umaria (Bandhavgarh 
National Park)

Very early this morning, you will arrive into 
Umaria. Prepare yourself for an exciting drive 
to the Bandhavgarh National Park. With the 
highest known density of tigers, it was the former 
hunting grounds of the Maharaja of Rewa. 

Animals such as deers, langurs, sloth bears and exotic birds can 
also be found here. Watch them in their natural surroundings and we 
ensure the thrill more than makes up for the early wake up call.

Following brunch, you will return to Umaria and continue the journey.

Dinner and Overnight on board.

Day 5 / Thursday   Varanasi

Rise early and arrive into the legendary city of Varanasi. Following 
an early morning tea/coffee, get ready to witness a spectacular 
sunrise over the sacred Ganges.

One of the oldest living cities in the world, Varanasi (also known 
as Kashi or Benares) has a spiritual legacy of over 3000 years. A 
place of pilgrimage, this holy city is set on the banks of the sacred 
river Ganges. Varanasi epitomizes the chaos and colour of India. 

Lively bazaars, exquisite and bright silks, festivals, temples, mosques 
and palaces – all can be found here. 

Begin the morning with a scenic cruise on the river Ganges. Watch 
the sunrise over the river amidst the sound of temple bells and religious 
chants. Witness the spectacle of pilgrims ritually bathing, holy men 
practicing yoga and invoking the dawn. Continue 
for a walk through the twisting alleys absorbing the 
hustle and bustle of the Old City. 

Return to the train for a leisurely breakfast. 

Later, visit the world famous Varanasi Silk Weaving 
Centre. You can even shop for some world famous 
Banarasi silk saris and brocades. 

Following lunch, visit the ancient ruins of Sarnath, 
where Buddha delivered his first sermon expounding 
the principles of Buddhism. Visit the ruins, stupa and 
the Ashoka Pillar, whose four back-to-back lions have 
been adopted as India’s national emblem.  

Rejoin the train and head to your next destination. 

Dinner and Overnight on board

Day 6 / Friday   Gaya

Another early morning arrival gets you into Gaya.

Gaya, with a rich cultural past, is one of the most sacred centres for 
Hindu pilgrims. 

Following breakfast, proceed to Rajgir, a place where Buddha held 
the first Buddhist council after he attained nirvana. Rajgir was also 
the capital of the Magadh Empire till it moved to Pataliputra (Patna) 
in the 5th century. Visit Ajatshatru’s fort and Venuvana which was 



“  The world is a book, and those who do not travel read only a page.”  
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Agra

Gwalior
Varanasi

Gaya

Kolkata

Delhi

built by King Bimbisara for Lord Buddha to reside. Also see the 
Swarna Bhandar and the Cyclopean Wall. 

Continue on a drive to Nalanda and on arrival, proceed for lunch. 
Later, enjoy touring Nalanda, an important seat of learning in 
ancient India. Its ruins indicate the presence of more than 2000 
teachers and 10,000 students from all over the world. 

Return to Gaya and rejoin the train for your final night on board. 

Dinner and Overnight on board.

Day 7 / Saturday   Disembark in Kolkata

Following an early breakfast, you will disembark in ‘The City 
of Joy’, Kolkata. Bid farewell to the Maharajas’ Express  
and proceed to explore this vibrant city with its distinct 
imperial flavour. Enjoy a lavish lunch during the city tour, 
as your ‘Classical India’ journey comes to an end. The 
mystical journey is over, but the memory of which, will live 
on forever ! 

The Maharajas’ Express offers another journey which is  
the ‘Celestial India’ operating as the Classical India journey  
in the reverse with minor changes in the flow of activities.

The ‘Celestial India’ takes you on an incredible journey meandering 
through the country’s most renowned religious and Buddhist 
centres and some of the most fascinating sights and architectural 
creations. Discover Gaya, a centre for Hindu pilgrims; embark 
on a sunrise boat ride on the Ganges River in Varanasi; spot 
tigers and other wild animals in Bandhavgarh, one of India’s 
magnificent wildernesses; unravel the mystery of the magnificent 
temples and exquisitely carved sculptures in Khajuraho and  
familiarise yourself with the rural lifestyle and culture on a guided 
Village Walk in Khajuraho; discover the finest example of Mughal 

architecture in the impressive monuments of 
Agra; explore the historical 
wonders of the ancient city 
of Gwalior and unravel the 
beguiling layers of history in 
the capital city of Delhi. 

Experience the true essence of 
this rich and diverse land, taking 
in some of its most spectacular 
sights and adventures.
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Bandhavgarh

Khajuraho

Kolkata – Gaya – Varanasi – Bandhavgarh – 
Khajuraho – Agra – Gwalior –Delhi 

Celestial India
8 Days / 7 Nights



Presidential SuiteSuiteJunior SuiteDeluxe Suite

Room Area : 21’-8” (L) x 7’-9” (W)

Bathroom : 6’-1½” (L) x 7’-9” (W)

Room Area : 13’-7” (L) x 7’-9” (W)

Bathroom : 5’-2” (L) x 7’-9” (W)

Room Area : 9’-3” (L) x 7’-9” (W)

Bathroom : 5’-0” (L) x 7’-9” (W)

Twin Bedroom : 21’-8” (L) x 7’-9” (W)

Bathroom : 7’-9” (L) x 4’-11” (W)

Double Bedroom : 15’-7” (L) x 7’-9” (W)

Bathroom : 6’-4” (L) x 7’-9” (W)

Seating Room : 16’-6” (L) x 7’-9” (W)

PRESIDENTIAL SUITE

HAVELI RESTAURANT OBESERVATORY/KHAZANA SHOP

DELUXE SUITE JUNIOR SUITE SUITE

BAR PEACOCK RESTAURANT

LUGGAGE SHELF

CUPBOARD WITH SAFE
CUPBOARD WITH SAFE

CUPBOARD WITH SAFE

BATHROOM WITH SHOWER BATHROOM 
WITH BATH TUB

TWIN BEDS TWIN BEDS

TWIN BEDS

DOUBLE BED

DOUBLE BED

112 sq. ft. 150 sq. ft. 220 sq. ft. 448 sq. ft.

Most spacious cabins in its category in the world, 
with a bed room and a separate sitting room. 
Choice of twin and double beds. Equipped with the 
latest in technology, LCD TVs, Direct Dial telephone, 
digital climate controls, DVD players, large modern 
bathrooms with environment friendly toilet systems.

The only of its kind in the world with two bed rooms 
one with twin beds and one with double bed and 
a separate sitting cum dinning room. Equipped 
with the latest in technology, LCD TVs, Direct Dial 
telephone, digital climate controls, DVD players, 
large modern bathrooms with environment friendly 
toilet systems. Even has a bath tub!

Most spacious cabins in its category in the world. 
Choice of twin and double beds. Equipped with the 
latest in technology, LCD TVs, Direct Dial telephone, 
digital climate controls, DVD players, large modern 
bathrooms with environment friendly toilet systems.

Most spacious cabins in its category in the world, 
with a bed-sitting arrangement. Choice of twin 
and double beds. Equipped with the latest in 
technology, LCD TVs, Direct Dial telephone, digital 
climate controls, DVD players, large modern 
bathrooms with environment friendly toilet systems.

PUBLIC AREA FLOOR PLAN

LUGGAGE SHELF



Generator
and Store

Deluxe Suite

Suite

Suite

Observatory /
Khazana Shop

Restaurant 1
Restaurant 2 BarKitchen

Deluxe Suite

Engine

Executive Staff Car

Staff Car
Generator

Junior Suite
Junior Suite

Deluxe Suite

Deluxe Suite

Deluxe Suite

Presidential Suite

Junior Suite

Junior Suite

Junior Suite

Aboard the Maharajas’ Express:
A train that never falls short of promising you a royal experience, the Maharajas’ Express features five carriages for Deluxe Suites, six for Junior Suites, two 

for Suites and one for grand Presidential Suite. Every cabin has large panoramic windows - a design marvel developed by the Integral Coach Factory. Just 

so, that you can savour every bit of magnificent India. All passenger carriages come with individual temperature controls, the first of its kind in India and 

have state-of-the-art facilities. LCD televisions, DVD players, direct dial telephone and internet, to name a few. In-house movies and live television also keep 

you entertained through the royal journey. Just a small reminder for those who are used to a different power supply, the Maharajas’ Express is equipped with 

110/230 V sockets. The design of the Maharajas’ Express is so well thought-out that every passenger also has his own electronic safe deposit box.

Maharajas’ Dining: 
A royal banquet for royal passengers, the Maharajas’ Express has two fine dining restaurants that seat 42 persons 

at a time; and everyone on board dines together. Wines and Beers served whilst dining come complimentary,

of course.

Maharajas’ Bar and Lounges:
One exotic bar with the choicest collection of house brands of beers, wines and spirits with snacks come 

complimentary to every passenger. There’s also one Observation lounge with its own bar, game tables and 

comfortable club arm-chairs. And if these features don’t make you feel pampered, the Maharajas’ Express also 

houses a high-end boutique featuring exquisite and unique creations.

Maharajas’ Transport:
From super deluxe coaches for Deluxe and Junior Suite passengers, to limousines for the Presidential Suite passengers 

and cars for the Suite passengers each at every destination. That’s what the Maharajas’ Express has in waiting for 

when you step off. Every coach comes equipped with complimentary sightseeing kits like bottle coolers, pith hats 

and shoe uppers. After all, when it comes to providing comfort to royals, every little detail matters.



 

 w w w . a i l e s . c h   

Asie du Sud Est 
Thaïlande – Indonésie – Chine – Myanmar – Laos – Cambodge – Vietnam 

Malaisie – Singapour – Philippines – Corées du sud & Nord – Mongolie – Japon 

 
Océan Indien & Subcontinent Indien 

Île Maurice – Seychelles – Madagascar – Îles Maldives 
Inde – Sri Lanka – Bhoutan – Népal 

 
Australie & Océan Pacifique 
Australie – Nouvelle Zélande – Îles Fidji – Polynésie française 

 
Moyen-Orient 

Emirats Arabes Unis – Oman – Qatar – Bahreïn – Iran – Yémen – Liban – Syrie 

 
Afrique 

Afrique du sud – Botswana – Namibie – Zambie – Zimbabwe – Mozambique 
Malawi – Kenya – Tanzanie – Ouganda – Rwanda – Ethiopie – Egypte - Maroc  

 
Amérique Latine & îles des Caraïbes 

Mexique – Pérou – Costa Rica – Equateur – Belize – Guatemala – Chili – Bolivie 
Argentine – Brésil – Caraïbes – Grandes & Petites Antilles - Cuba 

Agent officiel « Subcontinent Indien » 
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